ecclesiastics more numerous than in any other
country of the world.

But now, after more than ten centuries of official
Catholicism, the people have drawn up the balance
sheet: it would seem that the priesthood, for all
their unceasing endeavour, have only succeeded in
sowing in the hearts of millions of industrial workers
and peasants an angry contempt and loathing for a
church which throughout these centuries has deliber-
ately allied itself to exploitation and oppression.

Every day these people set out voluntarily for
the battlefields in their tens of thousands. Without
exception they have been baptized and confirmed ;
many have been married in the church and all have
heard the priest in the pulpit preach on the subject
of hell and purgatory.

But of all these ten thousands not one is afraid of
eternal damnation, not one seems to want the last
sacraments at the hands of a priest when his last
hour arrives. I have seen them die on the battle-
fields, and their eyes have put me in mind of
trampled flowers.

Even the enemy has recognized the heroism of
these free thinkers in the face of death. Can there
be a greater indictment of the Church of Spain
than the fact that hundreds of thousands of its sons
reject its last sacraments in the full consciousness
that death is staring them in the face?